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THE EPISTLE OF JAMES 
TRIALS AND TEMPTATIONS (James 1:2-18) 

LISTENING AND DOING (James 1:19-27) 
 

BIBLE STUDY RESOURCES 
 Holy Bible 
 Participant Questionnaire/Worksheet 

 
TOPICS  
Anger, Believe, Caring, Compassion, Desires, Evil, Forget, God, Hypocrisy, Law, 
Listening, Obedience, Prayer, Religion, Temptation, Trials, Wealth, Words 
 
OPEN IT QUESTIONS 
Charles R. Swindoll, an American Evangelical Pastor states that “Attitude is more 
important than facts. It is more important than the past, than education, money, 
circumstances, than failures and success, than what other people think, say, or do. 
It is more important than appearance, ability, or skill. It will make or break a 
business, a home, a friendship, an organization. The remarkable thing is I have a 
choice every day of what my attitude will be. I cannot change my past. I cannot 
change the actions of others. I cannot change the inevitable. The only thing I can 
change is my attitude. Life is ten percent what happens to me and ninety percent 
how I react to it.” 
 
A. Do you agree or disagree with the statement, "Life is 10 percent what 

happens to you and 90 percent how you respond to what happens to you"? 
Explain your answer. 

             
            
             

 
B. How would you respond to someone who tells you that good can come from 

the trials which you are experiencing?  
             

            
             

 
  

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+1%3A19-27
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Anger&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Caring&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Compassion&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Evil&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Forget&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Hypocrisy&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Law&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Listening&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Obedience&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Religion&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Words&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
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C. How does it affect you when a person is caught doing what he or 
she tells others not to do? 

              
            
             
 

EXPLORE IT QUESTIONS 
TRIALS AND TEMPTATIONS (James 1:2-18) 
1. What attitude did James tell people to exhibit when they are facing trials? 

(1:2)  
             

            
             

 
2. What is produced when our faith is tested? (1:3-4)  
             

            
             

 
3. What is God’s response when we ask for wisdom? (1:5)  
             

            
             

 
4. What effect does doubt have on a person when he or she prays? (1:6-8)  
             

            
             

 
5. What will eventually happen to the wealth of a rich person? (1:9-11)  
             

            
             

 
6. What reward awaits the person who perseveres under trial? (1:12)  
             

            
             

 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+1%3A2
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+1%3A3-4
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+1%3A5
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+1%3A6-8
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+1%3A10-11
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+1%3A12
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7. From where does temptation come? (1:13-15)  
             

            
             

 
8. From where do all good and perfect gifts come? (1:16-17)  
             
             
              
 
9. How did James describe God’s relationship with the people He created? 

(1:17-18)  
            
            
             

 
EXPLORE IT QUESTIONS 
LISTENING AND DOING (James 1:19-27) 
James has spoken of the new birth; he now explains that this new birth 
should reveal itself in the way we act. He has also connected the new 
birth with its source, God’s word. The ongoing importance of that word 
will be the subject of the next paragraph. The word that brings us life 
also guides us in living the life it has brought to us. From the grand 
scope of God’s eternal plan and the unique place of believers in creation, 
James turns to the painful and practical essentials of living as God’s 
“own children.” 
 
10. What instruction did James give about the relationship between 

speaking, listening, and anger? (1:19)  
            
            
             

 
11. What is the relationship between anger and righteous living? (1:20) 

            
            
             

  

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+1%3A13-15
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+1%3A16-17
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+1%3A17-18
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+1%3A19-27
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+1%3A19
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+1%3A20
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12. What should a Christian clean out of his or her life? (1:21)  
            
            
             

 
13. What is the relationship between listening to God’s Word and 

doing it? (1:22)  
            
            
             

 
14. What analogy did James use to describe a person who does not do 

what the Bible says? (1:23-24) 
            
            
             

  
15. What promise did James give to the person who studies God’s 

Word and practices it? (1:25)  
            
            
             

 
16.  How is a person’s speech related to the credibility of his or her 

faith? (1:26)  
            
            
             

 
17. What did James describe as pure religion? (1:27)  

            
            
             

 
  

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+1%3A21
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+1%3A22
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+1%3A23-24
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+1%3A25
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+1%3A26
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+1%3A27
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Get It Questions 
18. What trials and difficulties have you experienced during your life?  

            
            
             
 

19. Why does God allow people to go through trials and difficulties?  
             
            
             

 
20. What good has ever come out of a difficult situation in your life?  

            
            
             

 
21. How does a person’s relationship with God change as he or she goes through 

trials and problems?  
            
            
             

 
22. When do you find it hardest to pray?  

            
            
             

 
23. With what doubts have you struggled concerning God and prayer?  

            
            
             

 
24. How can doubting affect a person’s prayer life? 
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25. How can a person who pursues wealth and riches be disappointed?  
             
             
              
 
26. In what way have material possessions disappointed you once you possessed 

them?  
            
            
             

 
27. Why do we often blame God for tempting us when we sin?  

            
            
             

 
28. What can a person do to stop an evil desire from becoming an actual evil 

act?  
            
            
             

 
Apply It Questions 
29. In what specific areas do you need to ask God for His wisdom this week?  

            
            
             

 
30. What temptations do you need God’s help to resist this week?  

            
            
             

 
 
Adult Questions for LESSONmaker. 



New Hope Missionary Baptist Church    
Southfield, Michigan

Welcome to Bible Study
Facilitators
Rev. Valerie Crump
Minister Alicia Martin
Kendall Taylor
Jacqueline Bray
Jonathan Clark
Vineta Mitchell

Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not 
to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth (2 Timothy 2:15 KJV).

Epistle of James 
Trials & Temptations 

1:2-18
Listening & Doing

1:19-27



Sick
Bereaved
Our Church
Our Country
The World

PRAYER



Bible Study 
Resources

(www.newhope-
mbc.org)

Holy Bible

Participant Questions/Worksheet

“Trials & Temptations (James 1:2-18)
“Listening & Doing (James 1:19-27)



TOPICS

“Trials & Temptations (James 1:2-18)
“Listening & Doing (James 1:19-27)
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 Anger
 Believe
 Caring
 Compassion
 Desires
 Evil
 Forget
 God
 Hypocrisy

 Law
 Listening
 Obedience
 Prayer
 Religion
 Temptation
 Trials
Wealth
Words

“Trials & Temptations (James 1:2-18)
“Listening & Doing (James 1:19-27)
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“Trials & Temptations (James 1:2-18)
“Listening & Doing (James 1:19-27)

Charles R. Swindoll, an American Evangelical Pastor states that 
“Attitude is more important than facts. It is more important than the 
past, than education, money, circumstances, than failures and 
success, than what other people think, say, or do. It is more 
important than appearance, ability, or skill. It will make or break a 
business, a home, a friendship, an organization. The remarkable 
thing is I have a choice every day of what my attitude will be. I 
cannot change my past. I cannot change the actions of others. I 
cannot change the inevitable. The only thing I can change is my 
attitude. Life is ten percent what happens to me and ninety percent 
how I react to it.”



OPEN IT QUESTIONS

“Trials & Temptations (James 1:2-18)
“Listening & Doing (James 1:19-27)
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A. Do you agree or disagree with the 
statement, "Life is 10 percent what 
happens to you and 90 percent how you 
respond to what happens to you"? 
Explain your answer.

“Trials & Temptations (James 1:2-18)
“Listening & Doing (James 1:19-27)
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“Trials & Temptations (James 1:2-18)
“Listening & Doing (James 1:19-27)

B. How would you respond to someone 
who tells you that good can come 
from the trials which you are 
experiencing? 
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“Trials & Temptations (James 1:2-18)
“Listening & Doing (James 1:19-27)

C. How does it affect you when a 
person is caught doing what he or 
she tells others not to do?



INTRODUCTION

“Trials & Temptations (James 1:2-18)
“Listening & Doing (James 1:19-27)
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“Trials & Temptations (James 1:2-18)
“Listening & Doing (James 1:19-27)

James wrote to believers facing difficult 
times. Their troubles ranged from personal 
trials to disabling doubts; from persecution 
for following Christ to the lure of 
respectability in their community and the 
dangers of spiritual pride. James wrote to 
encourage his brothers and sisters in their 
faith.
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“Trials & Temptations (James 1:2-18)
“Listening & Doing (James 1:19-27)

James’s approach illustrates the variety of 
forms that encouragement can take. At times, 
James confronts. In other places, he gently 
encourages. He uses hyperbole (extreme 
illustration) in a way that reminds us of his 
half-brother, Jesus. 
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“Trials & Temptations (James 1:2-18)
“Listening & Doing (James 1:19-27)

Sparks and forest fires, rudders and large ships 
create mental pictures like Jesus created with 
his needles and camels. James begins his letter 
looking directly at trials and daring to spur his 
fellow believers with a challenge: “Meet the 
very worst that life presents you with joy.”
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“Trials & Temptations (James 1:2-18)

1. What attitude did James tell people to 
exhibit when they are facing trials? (1:2) 

2 My brethren, count it all joy when ye 
fall into divers temptations;… (KJV)

2 My brethren, count it all joy when you 
fall into various trials,… (NKJV)

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+1%3A2
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“Trials & Temptations (James 1:2-18)

2. What is produced when our faith is 
tested? (1:3-4) 

3 …knowing that the testing of your faith 
produces patience. 4 But let patience 
have its perfect work, that you may 
be perfect and complete, lacking nothing. 
(NKJV)

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+1%3A3-4
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“Trials & Temptations (James 1:2-18)

3. What is God’s response when we ask for 
wisdom? (1:5) 

5 If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask 
of God, who gives to all liberally 
[generously, freely]  and without reproach 
[scolding, criticism, or rebuke], and it will 
be given to him. (NKJV)

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+1%3A5
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“Trials & Temptations (James 1:2-18)
4. What effect does doubt have on a person 

when he or she prays? (1:6-8) 
6 But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for 
he who doubts is like a wave of the sea driven 
and tossed by the wind. 7 For let not that man 
suppose that he will receive anything from the 
Lord; 8 he is a double-minded man, unstable in 
all his ways. (NKJV)

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+1%3A6-8
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“Trials & Temptations (James 1:2-18)

5. What will eventually happen to the wealth 
of a rich person? (1:9-11) 

9 Believers who are poor have something to boast 
about, for God has honored them. 10 And those 
who are rich should boast that God has humbled 
them. They will fade away like a little flower in the 
field. 11 The hot sun rises and the grass withers; the 
little flower droops and falls, and its beauty fades 
away. In the same way, the rich will fade away 
with all of their achievements. (NLT)

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+1%3A10-11
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“Trials & Temptations (James 1:2-18)

6. What reward awaits the person who 
perseveres under trial? (1:12) 

12 God blesses those who patiently endure testing 
and temptation. Afterward they will receive the 
crown of life that God has promised to those who 
love him.

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+1%3A12
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“Trials & Temptations (James 1:2-18)

7. From where does temptation come? 
(1:13-15) 

13 And remember, when you are being tempted, 
do not say, “God is tempting me.” God is never 
tempted to do wrong, and he never tempts anyone 
else. 14 Temptation comes from our own desires, 
which entice us and drag us away. 15 These 
desires give birth to sinful actions. And when sin 
is allowed to grow, it gives birth to death.

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+1%3A13-15
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“Trials & Temptations (James 1:2-18)

8. From where do all good and perfect 
gifts come? (1:16-17) 

16 So don’t be misled, my dear brothers and 
sisters. 17 Whatever is good and perfect is a gift 
coming down to us from God our Father, who 
created all the lights in the heavens. He never 
changes or casts a shifting shadow.

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+1%3A16-17
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“Trials & Temptations (James 1:2-18)

9. How did James describe God’s relationship 
with the people He created? (1:17-18) 

17 Whatever is good and perfect is a gift coming 
down to us from God our Father, who created all 
the lights in the heavens. He never changes or 
casts a shifting shadow. 18 He chose to give birth to 
us by giving us his true word. And we, out of all 
creation, became his prized possession.

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+1%3A17-18
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“Listening & Doing (James 1:19-27)

James has spoken of the new birth; he now explains that 
this new birth should reveal itself in the way we act. He 
has also connected the new birth with its source, God’s 
word. The ongoing importance of that word will be the 
subject of the next section. The word that brings us life 
also guides us in living the life it has brought to us. From 
the grand scope of God’s eternal plan and the unique 
place of believers in creation, James turns to the painful 
and practical essentials of living as God’s “own 
children.”
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“Listening & Doing (James 1:19-27)

10. What instruction did James give about the 
relationship between speaking, listening, 
and anger? (1:19) 

19 Understand this, my dear brothers and 
sisters: You must all be quick to listen, 
slow to speak, and slow to get angry.

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+1%3A19
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“Listening & Doing (James 1:19-27)

11. What is the relationship between anger 
and righteous living? (1:20)

20 Human anger does not produce the 
righteousness God desires.

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+1%3A20
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“Listening & Doing (James 1:19-27)

12. What should a Christian clean out of his 
or her life? (1:21) 

21 So get rid of all the filth and evil in your lives, 
and humbly accept the word God has planted in 
your hearts, for it has the power to save your 
souls.

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+1%3A21
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“Listening & Doing (James 1:19-27)
13. What is the relationship between 

listening to God’s Word and doing it? 
(1:22) 

22 But be doers of the word, and not 
hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 
(NKJV)

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+1%3A22
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“Listening & Doing (James 1:19-27)

14. What analogy did James use to describe 
a person who does not do what the Bible 
says? (1:23-24)

23 For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not 
a doer, he is like a man observing his natural 
face in a mirror; 24 for he observes himself, 
goes away, and immediately forgets what kind 
of man he was.

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+1%3A23-24
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“Listening & Doing (James 1:19-27)

15. What promise did James give to the 
person who studies God’s Word and 
practices it? (1:25) 

25 But he who looks into the perfect law of 
liberty and continues in it, and is not a 
forgetful hearer but a doer of the work, this 
one will be blessed in what he does.

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+1%3A25
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“Listening & Doing (James 1:19-27)

16. How is a person’s speech related to the 
credibility of his or her faith? (1:26) 

26 If anyone among you thinks he is 
religious and does not bridle his tongue 
but deceives his own heart, this one’s 
religion is useless. (NKJV)

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+1%3A26
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“Listening & Doing (James 1:19-27)

17. What did James describe as pure 
religion? (1:27) 

27 Pure and undefiled religion before God 
and the Father is this: to visit orphans and 
widows in their trouble, and to keep 
oneself unspotted from the world.

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+1%3A27


GET IT QUESTIONS
#18 to #28

APPLY IT QUESTIONS
#29 to #30

(See Participant Question Worksheet

“Trials & Temptations (James 1:2-18)
“Listening & Doing (James 1:19-27)



“Trials & Temptations (James 1:2-18)
“Listening & Doing (James 1:19-27)



New Hope Missionary Baptist Church    
Southfield, Michigan

Bible Study

Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not 
to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth (2 Timothy 2:15 KJV).

James 2:1-13
“Favoritism Forbidden”

Wednesday, May 4, 2022     
@12:00 Noon In-Person
@7:00pm Evening Virtual 

via Zoom



New Hope Missionary 
Baptist Church    

Southfield, Michigan



New Hope Missionary Baptist Church    
Southfield, Michigan

COMMUNION CUP DISTRIBUTION
DRIVE-UP ON SATURDAY, APRIL 30, 2022 @11:00AM TO 1:00PM

[UNDER THE FRONT DOOR CANOPY]

PLEASE WEAR A MASK TO COVER YOUR NOSE AND MOUTH
AND STAY IN YOUR CAR – A DEACON OR MINISTER WILL 

COME TO SERVE YOU



New Hope 
Missionary 

Baptist Church    
Southfield, 
Michigan

AUDIO ONLY SERVICE!!!
New Hope help spread the word

We have set up AUDIO ONLY service
for members that do not have Internet
access or who may be traveling.

You can dial in and hear streaming
messages from New Hope Missionary
Baptist Church of Southfield by
dialing --

833-317-1738
Listeners will be able to hear Sunday
Service or any service we are
streaming. The service can be set up
to call you when the service starts!



New Hope Missionary Baptist Church    
Southfield, Michigan

SATURDAY, MARCH 7, 2022, 10:00AM – 12:00PM



New Hope Missionary Baptist Church    
Southfield, Michigan

Register your Teens and Tweens via Email or on Sunday’s After Service
in the Youth Room 

Download Registration Form from the New Hope MBC Website.



PRAYER
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